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joined. Nebuchadrezzar did not invade the land
at once, either because he held the rebellion in
contempt and supposed it would be easily over-
come, or because he was still too greatly absorbed
in duties at home. His first move was to encour-
age Judah's neighbors to ravage the country in
connection with Chaldean guerrilla bands. The
Syrians, Moabites, and Ammonites were very will-
ing to join in such attacks on their old enemy.
This haphazard warfare, however, came to nothing,
and Nebuchadrezzar wns compelled to more stren-
uous measures. In 597 he dispatched an army to
bosiege Jerusalem, and soon after its appearance
1 >efore the walls he arrived to take charge of it in
person. With such forces as he could muster there
could be no doubt of the ultimate issue, but Jehoi-
akim was spared the sight of his country's ruin, by
a sudden death. His successor, a lad of eighteen
yearn of age, Jehoiachin, known also as Jeconiah,1
inherited only trouble, and saw himself hemmed
in by a force which must soon carry the city by
storming or by starvation. Jehoiachin, realizing
the hopelessness of the situation, and perhaps rely-
ing somewhat on the mercy of his conqueror, de-
cided to surrender before an active assault should
be undertaken. He was compelled to appear at
Nebuchadrezzar's headquarters, with his mother
and his entire court, to be carried into captivity.
Besides this Nebuchadrezzar demanded the surren-

1 The name occurs in three forms; sco 2 Kings xxiv, 8, Jer, xxii, 24;
rdv, 1 ; xxvii, 20, JBzek i, 2.